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Where do you come 
from???



Which is the 
area of your 
work/studies



The framework



Knowledge: inherent part of a sustainable business

What knowledge?



Some facts

ÅThe Mediterranean region is an 
important climate change hotspot 
due to pronounced warming and 
drying projected under future 
greenhouse gas emission scenarios 
(IPPCC 2022)

ÅMean temperature rise: 1.4 degrees 
Celsius since 19th century

ÅThe Mediterranean region is 
warming 20% faster than the global 
average (UNEP 2022).

ÅThe Mediterranean Sea has been 
identified as the most polluted sea in 
Europe (Gerigny et al., 2019) 



Some more facts

ÅMediterranean is the most affected sea by marine 
litter worldwide ( Fossi et al., 2018). 

ÅA recent report estimates that the plastic stock 
accumulated in the Mediterranean Sea is around 
1.2 million tonnes (Boucher and Bilard , 2020). 

Åmore than 400 millionof international tourists 
arrivals ï 30% of international tourism (2019, 
ITA)

Å21 countries bordering the Mediterranean. 
About 529 million: 205 million live on the 
northern shore and 324 on the southern and 
eastern shore (UN, 2020)



Challenges from climate crisis
environmental-social- economic

ÅSLR т lagoons, islands, estuaries
ÅExtreme weather conditions
ÅWater scarcity
ÅErosion (land and coastal)
ÅPollution
ÅEcosystem degradation/destruction
ÅClimate refugees
ÅEconomic impacts
ÅExpensive regulations for GHG 

control/minimization
ÅFood crisis
ÅEnergy
ÅввЮЮ



Extreme weather conditions



Integrated approach

there is no moreƚƨĦőШċƓƓƖŸċĦőШċƚвЮШШbusiness 
as usual 

 

the curse of URGENT

ÅE.g. Energy poverty is a result of a long- standing 
neglect of what is coming!  renewables- just sun? 
What else?

ÅClimate change is part of the development 
model of our countries?



?????????????



ÅNicosia upgrading!





ìőċƣќƚШŰĲƽШċŰĬШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШŔŰШEƨƖŸƓĲШƣŸƽċƖĬƚШвЮШ[fÑШ
FOR 55?

ÅCSRD
ÅEU TAXONOMY
ÅGREEN CLAIMS DIRECTIVE ш THE 
GREENWASHING DIRECTIVE

ÅCIRCULAR ECONOMY
ÅISO, INDEXES, 
ÅGHG, SCOPE 1, 2, 3
Åидд
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Sample Footer Text 2/7/20XX 15

Monitor more than1000 points
Data Bases



(EU taxonomy)

Delegated ACTBY EU: 
21 November 2023 

a cornerstone of the EUôs 

sustainable finance 
framework and an 

important market 
transparency tool. It helps 
direct investments to the 
economic activities most 

needed for the transition, in 
line with the European 
Green Deal objectives.

Benchmarks
Banks can identify 
environmental risk 

and adapt the 
terms of the loans 

accordingly
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Green Claims Directive (Greenwashing 
Directive)
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January 2024: approved by EUparliament

Every claim has to be validated based on 
numbers/ validated data

No more, Zero Waste, Net Zero etc



Change the way we deal 
with т opportunities?

ÅProduction

ÅWaste management

ÅUrban planning т concrete cities

ÅCoastal Zone Management

ÅAgricultural practices

ÅConservation areas

ÅIndustry - Circular Economy

ÅEnergy - Energy poverty тNet Zero/ Fit 
for 55



ÅWaste Management

ÅUrban development and cement

ÅCarbon captures/sequestration/ removal GHGs

ÅBest agricultural practices

ÅSustainable industry

Åsustainable tourism

ÅвЮШÉuòШfÉШÑcEШxf~fÑ



MARKET PUSH

Investors

Consumers

Legal Framework

?????????????

????????????.

Lack of knowledge

What and HOW??

Locate the opportunities



The example of booking.com

ż#­­¦ «zŸN­ª  ´ ºJ¦ «z JNº ­« J«T º|Jº  º  ´ Ç­³¦ «z ­« J«
improved program based on third-party certification and which 
 ´ J ªXT Jº ªJ¦ «z JNN­ªª­TJº ­«´ ª­³X ´Ä´ºJ «JMӃXŸŽ

All claims 
must be 

VALIDATED.
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https://www.acm.nl/en/publications/bookingcom-takes-travel-sustainable-program-offline-following-acm-action


HOW TO PROCEED???



Engage into 
the green 

shift!

Be 
sustainable





Clean energy systems. good 
urban planning and infrastructure 
investment, "
Sustainable land use. More 
sustainable agriculture and forest 
protection can improve food 
security

Wise water management. New 
technology and better 
management can help allocate 
resources, 
A circular industrial 
economy. We need to move away 
from a take - make - waste 
economy

"More compact, connected, and coordinated cities are worth up to $17 
trillion in economic savings by 2050 and will stimulate economic growth 
ĤǃШŔůƓƖŸƻŔŰŊШċĦĦĲƚƚШƣŸШŢŸĤƚШċŰĬШőŸƨƚŔŰŊњЮШ"Unlocking the Inclusive 
Growth Story of the 21st Century,"



ECONOMY ENVIRONMENT SOCIETY



SYNERGIES



Circular economy

The Beer and the cookies

Waste: Barley

Synergy: raw material for 
Health bars т cookies!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://freepngimg.com/png/1815-pint-beer-png-image
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


ÅCARPENTERS IN CYPRUS
Å2 MILLION EURO PER YEAR PAID 
AS  GATE FEES TO LANFILL THE 
љì ÉÑEњг

Åљì ÉÑEњШ9  Ш7EШÖÉE?Ш ÉШÅ ìШ
MATERIAL FOR NEW PRODUCTS т 
ISOLATION, FLOORS, ETC

ÅCGHANGE MINDSET: INVEST IN 
NEW INFRASTRUCTURE INSTEAD 
OF PAYING!!! 



Compost

ÅMore than 3 million 
imports of compost per 
year

ÅHigh cost for organic 
farming

ÅChemicals in agriculture = 
nitro-pollution



ÅEв

ÅRe-thinking
ÅRe-design
ÅRe- purpose
ÅRe-use
ÅRe-bottle
ÅRe-cycle
ÅRe-adjust
ÅRe- wildering
ÅRe-gift (sharing with others)
Åв



Integrated 
approach. 
Knowledge based 
decisions

§ŰĲШƚŔǍĲШĬŸĲƚŰќƣШŉŔƣШċũũШт INNOVATE

Twisted: what is innovation??
Digital Innovation?

Academia Research??





ÅCome up with the idea

ÅDevelop the idea

ÅMarket research

ÅBusiness plan

ÅPitching т investors

ÅMARKETING т MARKET SEARCH

ÅSynergies

Well, this is the usual.
ìőċƣќƚШƣőĲШĬŔŉŉĲƖĲŰĦĲе



Agriculture/ Technologies


